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Lippmann, Walter. U.S. War Aims. Little, Brown. July 


10, 1944. 235p. $1.50. 


This is, sense, continuation the discussion begun 
Mr. Lippmann his Foreign Policy: Shield 
the Republic. this latest brief volume, examines 
what considers should the war aims the United 
States. The title the book might somewhat mislead- 
ing the superficial reader who might possibly think that 
these are the official aims the war. Mr. Lipp- 
mann believes that the United States should have the 
following six aims: 


Should consolidate the strategic and diplomatic con- 
nections, already existing, the Atlantic Community: 
that say with the British Commonwealth and Em- 
pire, with Pan-America, with France and her empire, with 
Belgium, the Netherlands, and their colonies, with Luxem- 
bourg, Norway, Denmark, Iceland; and should strive 
extend them Portugal, Spain, Italy, Greece, Eire, and 


Sweden. 


Should recognize valid and proper the strategic sys- 
tem the Russian Orbit, including within the states 
east Germany and west the Soviet Union. should 
then, for the reasons given make known the Soviet 
government its view that collaboration general world 
organization will true and free, restricted and 
dubious, depending upon how far the member states— 
particularly the most powerful ones—maintain home 
democratic liberties which they wish see advanced 
abroad. 


Should recognize that China will the center 
third strategic system destined include the whole main- 
land Eastern Asia bounded the frontiers the Soviet 
Union and India, and that the end the war with 
Japan will inaugurate new epoch Chinese American 
Though must deeply concerned with 
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the maintenance peace Asia, can longer be, 
have been from time John Hay, specially com- 
mitted China. For while could the special 
champions China when the center China’s activity 
was still along her coasts, the interior Asia can 
have such commitment, for beyond our reach. 


Should recognize that time the Moslem and the 
Hindu nations North Africa, the Middle East, and 
Southern Asia will form regional systems their own. 


Should make the primary aim the Far East 
settlement that Japan should not hold the balance 
power the Far East among China, the Soviet Union, 
and the United States; should make the primary aim 
the German settlement that Germany shall not hold 
the balance power between the Atlantic Community 
and the Russian Orbit. 


Should recognize that the general aim any lasting 
settlement war aggression extinguish the war 
party and protect the peace party, making the 
defeat irrevocable and the peace acceptable. 


The process fulfillment these six aims, Mr. Lipp- 
mann believes, could best carried out avoiding any 
repetition what believes have been the blunders 
President Wilson. When the author’s argument 
boiled down prosaic terms, Mr. Lippmann simply 
arguing that lasting peace can best secured dividing 
the world into three zones, spheres, centers authority, 
one American and British known the Atlantic 
Community, the second under Russian influence 
and including most the Balkans, the third under 
Chinese influence. Basically, this simply return 
the old balance power system which has been tried 
with such futility, the eighteenth through the twentieth 
century being littered with the wrecks its results. 
Strangely enough, time when instruments both 
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Lippmann Perkins 


war and peace are drawing the world more closely to- 
gether, time when events are proving that the interest 
peaceable United States demands the preservation 
peace everywhere throughout the world, Mr. Lippmann 
urges that the world divided into three zones whose 
connection with each other more reminiscent the 
eighteenth century than the twentieth. time 
when B-29s soar from bases inner China and India 
Japan, Mr. Lippmann argues that can have special 
committments China because the China the future 
will developed the interior rather than along the 
coasts. 


the sections dealing with the U.S.S.R., Mr. Lippmann 
admits that Russia does not have democratic regime 
today although the essence found the 1936 
constitution. However, does believe that Russia 
should made the center orbit which time would 
help spread democracy the common element the 
three zones. Russia and the United States should co- 
operate, believes, that East and West might end 
the schism which began the “Dark 
tional communism should dissolved and democratic 
states should free suppress all revolutionary parties. 
This sounds somewhat like none too well considered 
wish the part Mr. Lippmann. 


The author writes the necessity for common moral 
purpose behind world politics although does not believe 
world organization. does not state just 
what that common moral purpose should be. These 
rather amorphous wishes, often made late, are 
hardly worthwhile producing any common concept 
morality. fact, Mr. Lippmann would seem repudi- 
ate any common moral purpose the part the United 
States asserting that the United States fights only 
when its own interests its sphere influence are 
attacked and then somewhat belatedly. This hardly 
smacks very high moral purpose. his attacks 
upon the idealism President Wilson, Mr. Lippmann 
seems more intent upon the destruction the lessons 
might have learned the past twenty years than upon 
the construction any useful plan himself. would 
retain all the old aspects sovereignty. believes 
that “self determination” un-American. Much his 
criticism Wilson sounds like the argument geo- 
politician. The works Ely Culbertson, Pfeffer, and 
Hoffman well Spykman seem have contributed 
something Mr. Lippmann’s thought. The beginning 
the book which deals with the question how 
came engaged the present conflict obviously 
attempt discuss the matter simple terms for 
popular audience. The book will useful for discussion 
but means the answer the question peace 
and war. Mr. Lippman still anxious that journal- 
istic public understand his analyses, that manages 
let the deeper issues escape him. 

James Eagan, 

College New Rochelle. 


Perkins, The Emperor’s Physician. Bobbs Merrill. 
May 15, 1944. 245p. $2.50. 
This study Christ and His probable effect the 
world-wise mind His time. done with 
the utmost reverence and sympathy, but the theological 
implications are repellent Catholic. 


Best 


The novel purports the diary one, Luke Galen, 
narrating his journey through Palestine during the public 
life Christ company with Sergius Cumanus, the 
son his former instructor medicine and also the 
brilliant young physician the Emperor Tiberius. Cu- 
manus and Galen are deputed make study health 
conditions Palestine, and report back the Roman 
authorities. 


They are once confronted with the miraculous cures 
Christ. Caeserea, where they first sojourn, they are 
befriended Lucius Vitellius, the Roman ruler, whose 
leprous daughter Julia afterward healed Christ. 
There, too, they became acquainted with Pontius Pilate, 
for whom the author shows the utmost scorn. Pilate 
league with the Sanhedrin because they guarantee him 
fat fees from the temple treasury, and becomes mur- 
derously incensed Jesus when drives the money- 
changers from the sacred precincts. Mary Omri Mag- 
dala, beautous young woman, dancing the theatre 
Caeserea, and Cumanus falls deeply love with her. 
She complains being possessed legion devils 
and has fits, but Cumanus dismissed her condition 
hysteria, worst, epilepsy. His efforts curing her 
fail. 

But she healed Christ and becomes member His 
entourage. Indeed she becomes the constant companion 
Christ’s Mother. Her influence over the “Galilean 
Healer” Jesus) great. For instance, one occasion 
when being sought have Jesus make certain jour- 
ney elude His enemies, Mary Omri alone who can 
persuade Him Writes the author: ‘Her quiet but 
positive manner was full proof that the Galilean Healer, 
whether believing the proposed journey was consonant 
with destiny not, paid great deal attention the 
advice this former dancing girl.” This sort thing 
most offensive Catholic sensibilities. 


The dancing girl’s manager Malchus, chief bodyguard 
the High Priest, most villainous fellow, who treats his 
meal-ticket atrociously. resents Cumanus’ attentions 
Mary, and his skulking efforts get even provides the 
heavy stuff the book. the end fells Cumanus 
dastardly nocturnal ambush, but too restored 
Christ. 


There trip Galilee, especially Capharnaum, 
and also the seat Herod’s residence and riotousness. 
Herod’s steward, Chusa, becomes follower Jesus 
after the “Healer” performs miraculous favor for him. 
The Apostles come into the picture, and they are 
unlovely lot. Judas horrendous rogue ever 
strutted the stage cheap melodrama. 


the main the book consists bringing one miraculous 
cure Christ after another the attention the Roman 
physician and describing his skeptical reaction. This 
worthy’s attitude would suggest that had read all 
Wells’ works, though his meagreness ideas 
and diction leave you wondering whether ever read 
much anything all. Christ such vague, melan- 
choly figure the book, that don’t blame for 
being obstinately skeptical. not the Gospel Christ, 
and don’t see how Mr. Perkins hopes make favor- 
able impression modern readers with less. Dante 
might invent speeches which would sound character 
coming from Christ, but Mr. Perkins Dante, nor 
Thomas Kempis. Moreover, utterly misconceives 
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Jesus when portrays Him primarily 
true that Jesus performed many marvellous works 
healing, but these were ancillary His mission redemp- 
tion. 


you can stand for garbled Gospel and apochryphal in- 
vention incidents the life Christ, you may find 
this work mildly interesting. Personally found annoy- 
ing and dull. Mr. Perkins, who Congregationalist 
minister, does not write badly, but far from being 


novelist. 
Thomas Fox, C.S.P. 


Miller, Caroline. Lebanon. Doubleday. July 1944. 


234p. $2.50. 


Lebanon Fairgale was child nature, motherless from 
early childhood, reared semi-isolation her father 
Crease with her younger brother Joel cabin the 
Georgia backwoods early the nineteenth century. 
Though Lebanon knew intimately the swamp with its 
beauties and horrors, the habits animals and the uses 
plants, short the love the backwoods, where 
material self-sufficiency was the first principle survival, 
yet she knew nothing people, the relations that 
obtain between man and woman, between woman and 
woman, and when her self-decreed fate removed her 
from the security home she found nothing but trouble 
the human relationships she wove. 


young girl Lebanon had dreamt her Prince 
Charming when the Ratcliffs with their young nephew 
Sebastian came quest her father’s lumber land she 
knew she had found him. With both was case 
flaming love first sight, flame that was quickly chilled 
and easily controlled, save for few snatched embraces 
his part, the fact that Sebastian was betrothed 
Miss Lucie Birdsong, worthy girl but 
delicacy, was the vogue for well-bred females those 
days. Sebastian faltered definitely his considered de- 
votion Lucie but his stereotyped ideas honor won the 
day and prepared leave and forget Lebanon 
which policy she acquiesced albeit with controlled reluc- 
tance. She took him last expedition through the 
swamp show him her flowers and egrets and get him 
alligator skin for bag. Returning home Sebastian 
accidentally kicks her rifle and blows off his right hand. 
Taken town where Lucie staying recovers and 
surprised into wedding Lucie just when reconsid- 
ering his betrothal and the possibility using his mis- 
fortune excuse for breaking it. 


When this news reached Lebanon several days later 
galvanized her into trip town where she married the 
friendly and extravagant barman Fernald d’Aussy, older 
and more settled than herself, one her rare acquaint- 
ances long standing. Stocking wagon they set off 
westward, finally choosing spot land which 
settle. Fernald was man his hands and, although 
his plans were grandiose, was unable cope with 
the frontier environment. Lebanon, course, was effi- 
ciency personified and the couple throve until Fernald’s 
pride and uneven temperament led him drink and then 
illicit amours. Lebanon made two trusty friends 
Erwin and Estis Poake, twin sons Priscilla Poake, with 
whom Fernald had dallied. After their son Timothy was 
born Fernald mended his ways and the three were happy. 


Miller Clapper 


Lebanon’s habits had made her unpouular among the 
neighbors and when she sheltered people carrying the 
Plague from New Orleans she was accused bringing 
the region. Fernald and Timothy died the disease 
and Lebanon was somewhat consoled the help 
Jairus Mountjoy, preacher, and his housekeeper, Shelba 
Johann. 


Jairus fell love with Lebanon, prosecuting his suit but 
grief was further assuaged when 
Shelba brought her the infant Jeannie Race whose mother 
had died One day while stopping 
Poake’s mill and tavern Lebanon, while watching 
quarrel between drunken lawyer and the twins, took 
from little Jeannie knife which the child had picked 
from the counter just Eustis was hit, stumbled toward 
her, fell the point the knife and was wounded 
fatally. Lebanon was arrested immediately and left 
languish filthy jail, Jairus being New Orleans and 
Sheba, out jealousy, refusing send for him. When 
Jairus returned found Lebanon prison, the child 
Jeannie dead, and immediately set out free her and 
return her good spite local prejudice Lebanon 
was acquitted. the story ends Lebanon, serene 
new found confidence, remains the region face the 
life ahead Jairus Mountjoy. 


Lebanon craftsmanlike story redolent the quaint 
flavor manners and speech the era around which 
was written. Its central character child nature 
was entirely too natural for the people with whom she 
had live and who their narrow lives appreciated 
but little the beauty amidst which they lived. Her 
pride and her self-sufficiency aroused their hatred and 
from the conflicts thus engendered she gained, through 
suffering, the self-confidence and strength necessary for 
normal life. While the book not outstanding 
competently done story and may recommended 
adults. 


Clapper, Raymond. Watching the World, 1934-1944. 
Whittlesey House. July 10, 1944. $3.00. 


Edited and with biographical sketch Mrs. Raymond 
Clapper, this collection columns, broadcasts, and 
articles fitting epitaph honest, hardworking 
reporter who preferred out and search for his ma- 
terial. rise top-notch rank reporter and columnist 
the story familiar America the poor boy who had 
single purpose life and who worked his way fame 
and some degree worldly prosperity. Unlike other 
columnists, seldom let his emotions destroy his judg- 
ment. preferred avoid journalistic crusades. 
lacked the glamour with which others his profession 
bedecked themselves. His columns were meant 
read folk with desire learn but none great 
background the news, simple, earnest people who 
were somewhat bewildered the world which they 
found themselves and who wanted the material with 
which attempt form opinion. Like all columnists, 
Mr. Clapper often went beyond the presentation ma- 
terial and presented the opinion himself. Sometimes 
was ahead events but himself admitted (page 
268), “Events are not consistent; therefore why should 
consistent?” Most columnists tend deal more with 
personalities than with major issues. Mr. Clapper fol- 
lowed the generality this respect. fact, seemed 
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feel that dealing with such matters was “going off the 
deep end” and was somewhat inclined apologize 
his readers for it. 


The content the book topical arrangement 
excerpts under the headings Journalism, Democracy, 
Roosevelt, New Deal, Republican Party, Congress, Labor, 
Wartime Stresses and Taxation, 
Prewar, War, Postwar, Last Mission. The text accom- 
panied several pictures Mr. Clapper going about his 
business and home. general, while Mr. Clapper 
carefully eschewed all political bias, his columns rather 
consistently showed tendency toward approbation the 
more liberal ends the New Deal. foreign policy 
was isolationist until events Europe made him 
change his opinion with somewhat greater degree 
agility than some his fellow countrymen. liberal 
the Mid-Western type, saw nothing particularly revo- 
lutionary the kind reforms offered the New 
Dealers. later years was somewhat conscious 
Mr. Roosevelt’s tendency towards small politics times 
but does give him credit for having greater grasp 
domestic and foreign issues than any man put forth 
the Republican party. did believe that Mr. Dewey 
had the ability and youth which the Republican party 
needed and that had very well developed sense 
politics. his views Congress, Mr. Clapper was in- 
clined depressed the kind antics ordinarily 
exhibited Congressmen the floor both House 
and Senate. times, almost believed that were 
slipping into kind dictatorship, not because the 
growth executive power but because the lethargy 
and incapacity exhibited members Congress. The 
preliminary bustle preparation for war after Pearl Har- 
bor left Mr. Clapper raging when learned that Mrs. 
Roosevelt was preparing entrust one branch civilian 
defense dancer. His analysis Mrs. Roosevelt 
both candid and fair, giving her due credit for her many 
worthy aims while deploring her lack judgment the 
instruments selected carry out her hopes. 


Mr. Clapper’s advice the Republicans the necessity 
for forthright statement foreign policy based upon 
international collaboration might well taken the 
words intelligent man. believes that the 
future must willing use force where necessary 
suppress evil. has, however, strange view 
Christianity when writes (page 346), “The Christlike 
virtues work only community where they are recog- 
nized all. were too Christlike nation. When 
some people protested sending scrap iron Japan, others 
said that stop such shipments would only aggravate 
the militarists, and that did not take any action that 
would annoy them, the peaceloving Japanese would win 
How Mr. Clapper ever got the idea that Christian- 
ity advocates arming one’s enemy hard This 
probably one the few attempts find religious basis 
for policy apathy and neglect. his views Labor, 
Mr. Clapper favored most the legislation which im- 
proved Labor’s position but rose white hot anger 
denouncing wartime strikes and racketeering although 
never went far this respect his friend Westbrook 
Pegler. 


The book might useful for discussion the past 
politics the decade. Much the material, however, 
overshadowed the events through which live 
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that seems somewhat dull. The political squabbles 
from 1934 through 1944 now seem remote and 
trivial comparison with the issues that were shaping 
that the general reader might prefer wait until that 
decade can seen proper perspective. The language 
the work quite all right but for the fact that Mr. 
Clapper’s personal use the Holy Name would have 
made him good subject for the Holy Name Society had 
been Catholic. all, the book shows the work 
sincere individual, trying interpret through the murk 
contemporary events. not great book but the 
work man who had some ideals and who was willing 
face death behalf them. 

James Eagan, 

College New Rochelle. 


Scientific Book Club---June Selection 
Brooks, Peace, Plenty and 


Cattell Press. June 10, 1944. 197p. $2.50. 


This book comprehensive analysis the past and 
present petroleum situation the United States from 
which one may draw these conclusions: (a) have 
limited supply petroleum this country; (b) petro- 
leum shortage now rapidly developing—chiefly 
cause the excessive demands war; (c) are now 
importing and shall have continue import large 
quantities petroleum from foreign sources. The situa- 
tion not alarming but great concern the 
petroleum industry and our government presents 
many problems which demand immediate and intelligent 
study. There probability return the horse and 
buggy era since the actual exhaustion world oil reserves 
lies far the future and there are even now many petro- 
leum substitutes available. 


The author indicates how our petroleum consumption has 
steadily increased for many years past, has our produc- 
tion, while the discovery new oil fields (from which 
large percentage our oil has always come) has de- 
creased the past seven years despite the fact that more 
wells than ever have been drilled this period. Our 
oil consumption increased peace time not only because 
the increased number automobiles but also because 
such things the conversion ships and locomotives 
from coal oil, the use oil home heating plants— 
which the author considers waste natural resources, 
the use oil for farm machinery, and the increasing use 
oil various indusrties. During this war have 
come realize that petroleum most important muni- 
tion. petroleum which has given armies and navies 
their mobility and range. Thus the consumption petro- 
leum the past years has increased staggering rate. 


addition the increased consumption there also the 
fact diminishing reserves. has been the experience 
the petroleum industry that for maximum production 
from oil field the rate flow should limited. Due 
the excessive demands petroleum for war purposes 
and the decrease the discovery new fields, 
mentioned above, the rate flow from many fields has 
been increased with the result that potential production 
has been abnormally decreased. For these reasons 
shall have depend increasingly upon foreign sources 
develop petroleum substitutes. Although shale oil and 
coal offer the most favorable substitutes present the oil 
from such sources likely remain prohibitive cost 
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for long time come. Alcohol from agricultural pro- 
ducts such grains substitute for gasoline and other 
fuels not feasible because the prohibitive acreage 
required. 

The necessity acquiring foreign sources oil raises 
many complicated political and economic questions past 
experience has shown when recall such instances the 
expropriation American oil properties Mexico. How- 
ever the success the American companies operating 
Venezuela indicates that sometimes possible arrive 
satisfactory solution the problem acquisition 
foreign oil. Acquiring other sources foreign fields 
likely have political implications and will require some 
adjustments governmental policy regarding world trade. 
There will also the questions governmental control 
and ownership—as indeed there already are concessions, 
foreign labor, quotas and prices, etc. 


There considerable space devoted the growth the 
petroleum industry this country and others and the 
industry’s development wide variety by-products 
among which find synthetic rubber and various alco- 
hols which are such importance war time. 


The general reader wil find much interest him this 
book and should enable him clear some his 
misconceptions about petroleum. The author includes 
ample statistics prove his points which will, doubt, 
make the book difficult reading for many. the whole 
Peace, Plenty and Petroleum sound treatment the 
vital question: how and where shall get the petro- 
leum bolster our dwindling domestic petroleum 


reserves. 
Joseph Harper, Ph. D., 
University Scranton. 


This Kate. June 23, 1944. 


Hard, Margaret. 


213p. $2.50. 


The nuns Couvent Sacré Coeur had decided, 
the request one their most generous benefactors, 
make exception and admit the eight-year-old Kate 
Champion their boarding school for Catholic 
Mme. had employed Kate’s widowed 
mother travel with her abroad friend companion, 
and she was anxious that the child placed care 
the nuns from whom she had received her early training. 
Kate arrived the convent, and the novel her story 
the years she spent the Catholic boarding school. Kate 
was not Catholic, which fact made her more aware that 
she was “exception.” Not that she was self conscious. 
her seven years Sacré Coeur she recalls not only 
first impressions teachers and girls, but her own deter- 
mined part bringing about baptism; her decision 
confession; her participation the charitable visits 
the nuns made the hospitals and the homes the 
sick and the poor. such occasions Kate found expres- 
sions for her own sympathy and generosity, she sacri- 
ficed spending money and even long dreamed album 
order bring happiness someone less fortunate. 

Kate had many amusing experiences which she recounts 
with childlike naiveté: her devotion the Prince 
Wales which, when the opportunity arose, was voiced 
indignant protest against the Queen; her realization that 
her “mission” life was everyday friend the 
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famous but lonely celebrities who were longing for 
sympathetic letter from ordinary person; her chance 
meeting with Ellen Terry and Lady Cavanaugh, close 
friend her idol, the Prince Wales. 


Some other incidents that Kate relates are even less 
credible; for example, her uncanny assembling evidence 
that Sister Scholastica was member the religious 
community against her will; and her argument with 
Mother Superior about her decision concerning the con- 
duct one her community. such instances Kate 
bespeaks the mistaken ideas the author who herself 
non-Catholic, and who, many times the novel, re- 
veals misunderstanding Catholic doctrine and prac- 
tice. The reader conscious the author, too, when 
Kate passes too quickly from the curious questioning 
childhood mature grasp adult problems. 


The book will appeal readers probably too young 
aware its discrepancies. The reader who will detect 
the errors will not too interested the story. 


Beard, Charles and Mary Basic History the 
United States. New Home Library. Aug. 1944. 508p. 
$0.69. 


The Beards, those well-meriting deans American his- 
toriography, are mortgaged their brilliant past. 
expect from them always performances far beyond the 
average, possibly unreasonable demand which explains 
our disappointment over their latest volume. 


their prefatory note the authors declare that the present 
work “newly designed and newly written express the 
historical judgment which have reached after more 
than forty years devoted the study documents and 
the observation life first hand all parts the 
United one will deny the qualifications 
the Beards formulate with originality, taste, and pro- 
fundity, important interpretations 
shall not cease hope that they will, some day, out 
the ripeness their scholarship and experience, present 
with their definitive and well-rounded judgment the 
deeper and essential meaning the history the United 
States. This, however, they have not achieved the 
present work. 


must remarked, fairness the authors, that they 
are writing one-volume survey history the United 
States for the general public. This task involving 
many pitfalls. the first place, has never been fully 
proven that the history the United States can ade- 
quately compressed into 500 even 800 pages octavo, 
even for that amorphous and mysterious personage, the 
general reader. The problem selectivity exceedingly 
acute, indicated the apparent inability even 
such distinguished scholars the Beards competently 
solve it. the second place, any type “survey” history 
project attempted only with much trepidation 
and the Beards, course, the present 
case, undoubtedly employed. The writer addressing him- 
self such task will, unless his guard, remind 
Thoreau’s youth who begins assembling materials 
with which erect bridge the moon, and ends 
building shed the back yard. 


their really definitive book, which insist hoping 
the Beards will finally furnish, they will not slight, 
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regret say they the present volume, such important 
considerations the following: the fact that England’s 
aims founding the American colonies were chiefly politi- 
cal, and her view that economic power accruing from the 
possession colonies was not end itself, but means 
greater political power and prestige; the favoring cir- 
cumstances the fundamental similarity the climates 
North America and Western Europe; what the colonists 
really meant their theory “natural rights”; the large 
space awarded the classical languages and classical liter- 
ature the colonial secondary school curriculum; the 
essential issue the American Revolution, namely, the 
claim the Americans that they could legally taxed 
only the consent their own legislatures; the colonists’ 
view their constitutional relations the English Parlia- 
ment and Crown. 


The Beards’ future History will also, are confident, 
give more attention the critical era 1789-1800, with 
due stress the motives Hamilton’s financial policy; 
and there will more than mere mention such land- 
marks our foreign policy the Jay and Pinckney 
Treaties. will discuss more thoroughly the aims the 
War 1812, the real objectives the Republicans 
their Reconstruction program, the drift away from religion 
the last half the nineteenth century, the Transcen- 
dentalist and Young America movements the ’thirties 
and ’forties, the contest between the Imperialists and anti- 


the late ’nineties, and some other topics 


high interest which, unfortunately, are not spoken 
sufficiently the present book. 


Besides these faults omission inadequate treatment, 
there are some statements the volume which require 
some qualification, lest they entrap the unwary unin- 
structed. 


not telling the whole story say that New Spain was 
state, church, and feudal aristocracy all resting the 
labor subject peoples” (p. There some inaccuracy 
cataloguing the English Whig revolution 1688 
careful modification the statement that Newton’s 
rationalism “eliminated arbitrary interference God 
the physical (p. 62-63). (Newton did not, 
course, deny the possibility divine intervention with 
respect the application physical laws.) is, further- 
more, rather misleading establish too sharp opposi- 
tion between the Jeffersonian and Jacksonian brands 
democracy, the Beards seem pages 147-148. 
There was undoubtedly difference between the two 
theories, but Jackson’s democracy was development of, 
rather than rebuttal that Jefferson. 


should also stated clearly that publishing the 
Monroe Doctrine the world, did not enter into any 
formal collaboration with the government Great Britain. 
The authors’ rather obscure reference page 177 might 
lead the general reader think that just 
for the record, not true that there were colleges 
the District Columbia 1800, Georgetown College 
having been founded 1789 (see page 146). 


Such scholars the Beards, even when not their best, 
cannot help bringing out some rather new and valuable 
points, which these are examples: the preponderance 
agreement, rather than dissension, the Constitu- 
tional Convention (p. 127); Jefferson’s unwillingness 
carry the Kentucky and Virginia Resolutions their 
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logical conclusion secession 169); Jefferson’s 
viction that “government simple majority—even 
120); the fact that the democratic movement the late 
nineteenth century America was not centered 


sively the West (p. 213). 


This book will certainly harm, but its virtues are 
decidely limited. Wherefore, after awarding wan 
recommendation, reach gratefully for that classic 
American historical writing, the volumes The Rise 
American Civilization.! 

Joseph Durkin, 


Georgetown University 


Literary Guild---August Selection 
Feuchtwanger, Lion. Simone. Viking. July 24, 


238p. $2.50. 


Over five hundred years ago France suffered invasion 
the English who found within that country many, like the 
Duke Burgundy, who were willing act 
rators. Internal dissatisfaction and strife the 
and 1940’s made France ripe for invasion had 
had previously. This time the collaborators were what 
Feuchtwanger calls the “Two Hundred Families”. 


Fifteen year old Simone Planchard lived the Villa 
Monrepos sufferance her grandmother 
whose disapproval her dead father’s actions Negro 
humanitarian work was obvious. servant Simone 
did household work the Villa and also assisted Uncle 
Prosper’s large garage selling gas. Uncle knew how 
difficult argue price black market gas when 
young girl doing the selling. Despite the disparaging 
remarks made the truck driver Maurice (in Uncle’s 
employ) Simone believed Uncle Prosper’s patriotism 
and his intentions destroy trucks and supplies before 
the Germans could get them. That faith died with his 
refusal transport refugees the trucks, with his 
cision move instead the property (chiefly wine) 
local noble, and with his failure destroy his property 
ordered the military defense group. Simone, inspired 
her reading the life Joan Arc, acted for France. 
She helped the refugees speaking their favor oppor- 
tunely; she burned the trucks and gas. Then the hatred 
Madame Planchard and Uncle Prosper and the collabo- 
rators scorched her. Brought trial, she was found 
guilty French tribunal and sentenced house 
detention ill repute. 


far the story limited contemporary France 
one can agree that well-written tale average value 
and significance. Its weaknesses occur with the very 
strained parallelisms the story the Maid France, 
Joan Arc. Joan acted the bidding saintly voices; 
Joan acted with the loftiest motives; Joan was deeply re- 
ligious. While Simone’s motive was good, that deep 
love for France, one can say she was religious. Rather 
than building the character Simone, this novel de- 
tracts from the fame Joan, especially casting doubt 
her mission one that was planned Iolanthe 
Anjou rather than mission heavenly nature (p. 
156). Simone’s “voices” are, course, only those 
natural sort. For brief, modern resumé “the truth 
about Joan Arc and the Church” refer you 
Saving Angel Lawrason Riggs (Bruce, 1944). 


1. By Charles and Mary Beard. 
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Simone, then, novel whose weaknesses lie its ex- 
cessive parallelisms and its distortion some the 
facts about Joan. novel modern French girl 
slightly superior the average tale action, char- 
acterization, and style. 


Stolberg, Benjamin. Tailor’s Progress. Doubleday, Doran. 


June 1944. 360p. $2.75. 


Tailor’s Progress the story the origin and growth 
the International Ladies Garment Workers Union. 
told largely terms its outstanding leaders and the 
dramatic events which characterized the history this 
turbulent union. the course the narrative, Stolberg 
brings many interesting items drawn from the general 
social background and from the diverse currents the 
labor movement. 


The International was chartered June 23, 1900. Before 
that time various attempts had been made bring order 
out chaos exploitation which was the garment in- 
dustry. was long and bitter struggle, with definitive 
success awaiting the days the New Deal and the NRA. 
The Union faced enemies from within well from 
without. Left-wing, Communist factionalism several times 
brought the verge extinction. Indeed, the book 
could serve excellent text the nefarious influence 
foreign ideologies upon American labor. the time 
writing, was the author’s opinion (borne out recent 
elections) that Communist influence the ILGU was 
insignificant. 


Several important lessons can gleaned from the pages 
under review. One that very early date the union 
learned that the strength labor dependent upon the 
economic soundness the employer (pp. 68, 310, and ff). 
Instead merely making blind demands upon the em- 
ployers, the International did its best nurse them into 
economic health that they could pay good wages. 
second lesson that largely immigrant union can achieve 
high standards honesty, integrity, and democracy (pp. 
16, 186). Although many the members lacked formal 
education, the Union was able institute enlightened 
program education and welfare. final, incidental 
lesson, concerns the danger careless generalizations con- 
cerning racial groups. Some publicists have tended 
equate “Jewish” and “radical” labor unionists. Yet the 
great garment unions, predominantly foreign and heavily 
Jewish, have provided some the most effective opposi- 
tion Communist factions. Dubinsky, Antonini, and the 
like have fought the Communists more bitterly and more 
effectively than most highly publicized Red-haters. 


The book competently written. Because its subject 
matter, will appeal largely mature readers. 
Rev. John Cronin, 


St. Mary’s Seminary, Baltimore 


Crime Club---July Selection 


Knight, Kathleen Moore. Intrigue for Empire. ad- 
venture mystery. Doubleday, Doran. July 14, 1944. 
199p. $2.00. 


Spanish America the empire concerned; the attempt 
win it, the Axis-inspired idea “Hispanidad”, relying 
upon the common language Spain and the unifying 
element the Catholic religion link the South and 


Stolberg Knight Benét Cherne 


Central American countries Spain and (connotatively) 
the Axis. The story has most the familiar ingredients 
and the coincidences well. Pat Torreon, native Mexi- 
can, Harvard-degree laden, stumbled into mystery 
Moroccan cafe, mystery linked with silver bracelet 
the wrist murdered magazine writer Brad Maury. Pat’s 
romance with Judith Trowbridge has its vicissitudes corre- 
lated with his attempts unravel the problem 
Hispanidad and its leaders. Although the basis the 
plot the implication that Franco Axis partner there 
other directly objectionable angle. 


* 


Benét, Stephen Vincent. America. Farrar and Rinehart. 


1944. 122p. $1.50. 


Your academic scholar likely look down his nose 
historical work turned out poet. But America, 
published since the death its illustrious author, has 
none the tub-thumping obnoxious the careful 
fact-sifter. good, objective history, and, what more, 
one breathlessly races along with Benét through his 
story the good and the bad our country’s past one 
inspired with sense American character and finality. 


True vates that is, makes his reader see America, 
and see whole—and that perhaps better than would the 
plodding analyst. The reader joins the poet-historian 
his vision sings the saga those Thirteen States 
that “suddenly spread out and ran and overflowed like 
quicksilver”. American characters come out meet the 
reader from the pages this little book. Washington, 
“the Father his Country”, the man for whom “they 
had small affectionate nicknames was not that 
sort man”. There are the “able, prickly, tart” John 
Adams, Jefferson who loved men for what they “could 
they chose”, Abraham Lincoln for whom “all funny 
stories could not alter the fact death”. 


Although America far from 
burdened history text, its author has managed skillfully 
weave into his American tapestry number the 
great American documents their entirety: the May- 
flower Compact, the Declaration Independence, the 
Bill Rights, the Fourteen Points, the Atlantic Charter, 
and the rest. This appealing blend the factual and the 
aesthetic has more than warranted this second large print- 
ing Stephen Vincent Benét’s America. 


Frank Fadner, 
University Scranton 


Cherne, Leo. The Rest Your Life. Doubleday, Doran. 
June 1944. 298p. $2.75. 


“The sharpest change the American way thinking 
will come from the more than twelve million men whose 
ways living have been abruptly and profoundly trans- 
formed” the job soldiering (p. Tennyson, 
the Executive Secretary the Research Institue 
America has “look into the future” see what will 
happen when the boys come back, when the government 
goes out business (if does), when the unions reap 
the effects wartime strikes, when the technological im- 
provements and medical discoveries are applied making 
the rest your life more prosperous physically and 
mentally bettér. 


cA 
* 
ty 
. 
2 
= 
ee 


Index 


Beginning with the men service Mr. Cherne analyzes 
psychology; how will physically toughened and 
morally altered men react with those who stayed home? 
How will demobilization take place and what will happen 
after that the form mustering-out pay, unemploy- 
ment insurance, veterans’ education, return old jobs, 
entry into unions? Will industry reconverted peace- 
time products early enough and completely enough 
avoid mass What will happen the 
25% big business that the government owns: will 
fall into the hands existing monopolies, e.g., alumi- 
num, will government industry used stimulate 
competition? 


These and hundreds other questions about our future 
are this provocative book. And it’s not only list 
questions but also some answers, some analyses, some 
statements positive advances that will mean more 
pleasant future. But there are many high fences around 
the green pastures: the building trades unions aren’t going 
let prefabricated housing advance without pitched 
battle just Petrillo fighting canned music; the Ameri- 
can Medical Association will bring out its scalpel against 
proponents group medicine plans; the industrialists are 
going launch new campaign for “free enterprise”. 
Unless can expand consumption are bad way. 
example, “to have full employment 1946, you 
must eat almost twice much food you did 1940, 
use 30% more gasoline, etc., etc.” (p. 92). Nowhere 
does Mr. Cherne suggest that larger families might help 
solve this problem consumption; not too sanguine 
about the future durable marriages. the subject 
religion (p. 277, 279) vague. Beyond the economic 
sphere, wherein lies his forte, his analysis the group 
movement, (tending toward government bloc) ex- 
cellent its appraisal the effect the habit 
associations, unions, clubs, etc. 


This worthwhile book. Adults will find profitable 
reading. should stimulate their intellects rather than 


Best 


arouse their emotions. presents both sides each ques. 
tion that may often remind you “The Lady the 
Tiger”. But yet seems present most the problems 
shall have face for the rest our lives. 
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